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Easter 
God Did 

Four kinds of people Jesus died for 
Mark 16:1-7 
1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the 
week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, 
“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 
4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled 
away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 
right side, and they were alarmed. 
6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He 
has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 
 
They say that what Jesus did is impossible. 
They say Easter is a sham 
They say the empty tomb is a fabricated story 
They say…. 
 
The question is not what they say…. 
The question is what do you say? 
Who do you say Jesus is? 
What do you say when confronted with the most stunning account in the history of the 
universe? 
 

• If Jesus rose from the dead then everything he said was true. 
• Before there is a resurrection there has to be a death. 

 
I. Jesus died for the weak 

Peter – spiritually weak 
A. You could make the argument that Peter was on the  
B. Have you ever blown it? 

 
Luke 22:60-62 
54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter 
followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the 
courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him 
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.” 
57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 
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58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a 
Galilean.” 
60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the 
rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 
word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three 
times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
 
 
Romans 7:14-25 
14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15 I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do 
what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do 
it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 19 For I do not 
do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do 
what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. 
 
Romans 7:21-25 
21 So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my 
inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against 
the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a 
wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be 
to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

 
II. Jesus died for the harassed and helpless 

 
A. Set up the story 

 
Matthew 27:11-26 
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king 
of the Jews?” 
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate 
asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no 
reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor. 
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus[b] Barabbas. 17 So 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2027&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24146b


3 
 
when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to 
you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-
interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. 
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a 
dream because of him.” 
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have 
Jesus executed. 
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 
“Barabbas,” they answered. 
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 
They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he 
took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified. 
 
Matthew 27:20 
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy 
Jesus. 
 

B. The loudest voices were wicked ones. 
C. Fear and intimidation were used as weapons to silence those who knew Christ. 

 
 
The Crowd 

 
Matthew 9:36 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
 
Jesus called them harassed and helpless like sheep without a shepherd. 
Those who should have been leading them dropped out, quit and forsook their responsibilities 
They became self-serving, egotistical, prideful and most of all BLIND. 
It was the blind leading the blind. 
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Maybe no one has ever told you. 
Maybe no one has ever demonstrated to you. 
Maybe no one has ever lead you. 
Maybe you were deceived. 
Maybe you were manipulated 
 
 
Illustration 

• Peter crowd on day of Pentecost 
 
Acts 2:36-41 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 
 
 
 

III. Jesus died for mockers 
 
Matthew 27:27-31 
27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole 
company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and 
then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right 
hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they 
said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and 
again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 

A. Describe the torture. 
1.  

 
Matthew 26:53-54 
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53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must 
happen in this way?” 
 

B. Set up the final moments on cross. 
 
Matthew 27:50-54 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 
died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into 
the holy city and appeared to many people. 
 
Illustration 
Matthew 27:50-54 
When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 
that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 
 
 

IV. Jesus died for “life wasters” 
 
Luke 23:39-43 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 
same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
 
 
 
 


